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Drawing on feminist, queer and intersectional perspectives, this article investigates how 
gender-based violence in LGBT intimate relationships is rendered visible or invisible within 
institutional and welfare responses in Italy.  

 

Moving beyond individualizing and heteronormative frameworks, the study conceptualizes 
violence as a structural and systemic phenomenon shaped by regimes of recognisability that define 
who can be perceived as a “plausible” victim.  

 

The analysis is based on over fifty semi-structured interviews conducted between 2024 and 
2025 in Emilia-Romagna and Sicily with legal professionals, police officers, psychologists, activists, 
anti-violence centre staff and practitioners working with perpetrators of violence. 

 

Findings reveal a persistent gap between institutional responses and grassroots initiatives, 
alongside significant shortcomings in services addressing LGBT survivors of intimate partner 
violence.  
 

Hetero-cisnormative assumptions continue to structure legal categories, professional practices 
and access to protection, often reframing violence in same-sex or trans relationships as private conflict 
rather than systemic abuse.  

 

This results in exclusion, secondary victimisation and barriers to legal and social support, 
especially where multiple and overlapping conditions of vulnerability intersect. 

 

By adopting a queer and intersectional lens, the article shows how gender, sexuality, class and 
race shape not only experiences of violence but also the very definition of what counts as violence 
and who is deemed worthy of protection. The study argues for a radical rethinking of welfare policies 
and anti-violence services, advocating for transformative, queer-aware approaches capable of 
addressing intersecting forms of marginalisation and expanding the boundaries of recognisability and 
care. 
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